
  

Link’s Bittersweet Challenge 

   Posted at www.baystateforestry.com/bittercontest 

We are sponsoring a contest!  Here’s the goal: Find a bittersweet vine bigger in diameter than this one 

(6.0” diameter) and YOU will become eligible to be the next bittersweet king/queen.  

                   

Here’s what we will do: 

Prizes: 

1.  Bay State Forestry Service will provide a FREE acre of bittersweet control to the winner. The 

control consists of chainsaw cutting and stump-treating all large vines, foliar spray of small vines 

plus two follow up foliar sprays, a total of 4 visits over three years.  (Please note: This prize will 

only be awarded if your control site is more than 200 feet away from any wetland subject to the 

MA Wetlands Protection Act or if the landowner takes responsibility for obtaining conservation 

commission approval for any control work in wetlands or wetland buffers.) 

2. Plus we will post your picture with your trophy vine on our website and acknowledge that you 

are the king/queen.  

 

Contest Rules:  

1) Vines must come from Massachusetts west of Rt. 495.  

2) Entries must be submitted via email or regular mail and received by August 1, 2012.  

http://www.baystateforestry.com/bittercontest


3) The winning vine must be at least 6.1 inches in diameter to best the current champion vine 

shown above, which measures 6.0 inches. Bay State Forestry Service reserves the right to 

conduct its own measurement of any vine entered in the contest, so save your trophies! 

4) Vines must be cut and measured in cross-section. Diameter must be measured inside the bark of 

the vine. If the vine is oval and not round, the official diameter will be an average of the greatest 

and least diameter at the point of measure. The point of measure must be at a relatively straight 

portion of the vine, rather than at an abrupt bend, and the point of measure must be free of 

large defects or swellings that would un-naturally increase the measured diameter.  

5) There will be only one winner, the new King/Queen who submits the largest bittersweet vine by 

August 1, 2012 in conformance with the above rules. In case of a tie, the winner will be chosen 

by a coin flip or other acceptable random method.   

 

  Proper measuring technique shown on a vine cross-section measuring 5.0” inside the bark 

 

How to enter:  

Email or mail a picture of your vine showing measurement with a ruler to  

elfisho@comcast.net 

Bay State Forestry Service 
115 Nash Hill Road 
Haydenville, MA 01039 
 

mailto:elfisho@comcast.net


                  
                             This Intrepid Bittersweet Hunter had me nervous, but the vine measured only 6.0” diameter 

So here’s the real educational reason for this contest and why we are trying to get you to 

do productive work disguised as fun: Oriental bittersweet is an invasive-exotic plant that, 

while pretty at times, does tremendous damage to our forests and wildlife habitat. 

Bittersweet vines climb over and smother native vegetation; heavy infestations halt the 

natural process of plant succession; they can make impenetrable tangles that prevent 

recreational access; large vines smother and tie together trees, increasing their vulnerability 

to storm damage (when one tree goes down, often the trees tied to it also fall).   

 

And here’s something less obvious but perhaps more sinister: invasive-exotics don’t just 

benignly replace native plants with something equally green and valuable for wildlife 

habitat. Native insects cannot utilize exotic plant foliage for food. Invasive-exotic plants and 

our insects didn’t evolve together; our insects don’t possess the metabolic pathways to 

digest exotic plant leaves. Ramifications for wildlife habitat: Birds in the nestling/fledgling 

stage need to grow rapidly and require the high protein and fat nutrition provided by 

insects. If exotic plants dominate the landscape and are largely devoid of insect life, birds 

that require insects to feed their young will need to move. Lesson: If you want to see native 

birds, eradicate invasive-exotic plants and grow native vegetation!  

 

A critically important book on the relationship between native plants and wildlife:  

Tallamy, Douglas W.  Bringing Nature Home: How Native Plants Sustain Wildlife in Our 

Gardens.  Timber Press, 2007.     


